schemes, and at least three reflect attempts to establish industrial rather than food crop production. The broader examination of attempts to increase agricultural production in Africa, India and China examine the recent past and try to assess future prospects. In the cases of both Africa (i.e. the continent minus Egypt and South Africa) and India, the prognoses seem overly optimistic, especially set against continued rapid population growth. Every region of Africa has seen declining yields and food availability, and most international research agencies predict that this pattern will persist (e.g. Pinstrup-Andersen et al. 1999) . Although there is a large amount of unused land, very little contains fertile soil or adequate water supply. In India, although there have been substantial increases in food output, it has been difficult to raise per capita consumption levels, and there are declining amounts of land and water for further growth. China has done better in terms of reducing population growth rates and its rural labour force, nevertheless, it faces problems of urban encroachment on much of its most fertile land, and pressure to increase production of animal foods, with the attendant pressure on food versus feed grains.
It is hard to place this text. It is very readable accumulation and there are some useful summary tables, which make it attractive to the lay reader or as an introduction to the topic. On balance, however, it does not do justice to the complex topic to which it seeks to contribute.
